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Abstract

The purpose of this research were to study the context, problems and potential of the Phimai dam, Phimai district,
Nakhon Ratchasima province. The sample used in the study were 30 officers, personnel, users or people involved in the area,
obtained by voluntary sampling. The research tool was a structured interview form on the potential of Phimai dam. The data was
analyzed as qualitative research using a descriptive form. The results of the research found that:

1. Phimai dam context, it is a dam built to imgate and drain water. The action plan started construction in 1939 and was
completed in 1953 by the Phimai dam to supply water to help areas in imigation areas covering agricultural areas of
approximately 254,133 rai.

2. The problem of Phimai dam; there were 4 problems: 1) Water resource problems; this was caused by a small amount
of water inside the dam, making it impossible to deliver water to the public as a result the community has no water for
consumption at a high level (X'= 2.56). 2) Flood problems; it is caused by excess rainfall to be stored, resuiting in damage to
agricultural products at a high level (X= 2.36). 3) Problems in transportation; this is due to the regular traffic of trucks and the
driving discipline of passersby, make a hole at a low level (X=1.40). 4) Fisheries problems; it is caused by catching fish during

the spawning season and the forbidden season as a result the use of illegal fishing gear has increased at a high level (X=2.36).

3. The potential of Phimai dam; there were all 4 potantials as follow: 1) water management; dam are responsible for
managing water resources that are available during the dry season without natural water flow. The dam can be used for
imigation at a high level (X'=2.63). 2) Tourism; can to see the beauty of Banyan tree, to feel the cool atmosphere, shady of the
shadow of the Banyan tree at a high level (X'=2.46). 3) Agriculture; The Phimai dam has released water for the people in the
imigated area to use in the farmer's farming at a high level (X'=2.63). 4) Fisheries; the dam will open the floodgate for villagers to

go out and catch fish at a high level (X=2.53).

Keyword: Phimai Dam, context, problem, potential
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